
BNG Health and Safety 



Our School 

 
Bethany Nursery Group is excited for a new school year.  Continued 

health and safety are a priority at BNG.  Therefore additional safety 
protocols are implemented to ensure the safest environment for  all 
staff and students. 

Å The safety and well-being of our students, teachers, and families is 
of utmost importance at BNG.   

Å The social/emotional growth and development of our students is 
always a major focus for this age group, therefore it is our goal to 
operate in person as much as possible. 

Å Additional precautions and protocols continue during times of 
public health concerns. 

Å BNG is continuously updating policies and procedures following the 
required and recommended guidance of the CDC, OEC, QVHD and 
other government agencies, in addition to our own standards. 
 



Health and Safety 
Å Health/illness policies will be strictly 

enforced (see handbook). 

Å If  illness is even suspected, please keep 
child home, remember it could mean 2 
days at home vs. 10 days shut down. Please 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ƛŦ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ 
experiencing any symptoms. 

Å If  there has been an exposure, keep child 
at home and contact the school. 

Å All positive cases in students/teachers 
must be reported to school.  BNG will then 
receive current guidance from QVHD how 
to proceed. 

Å If  there is a positive case within a 
household, child must stay home and 
school must be contacted.  BNG will then 
receive guidance from QVHD. 

Å BNG requests families report any travel 
outside of Connecticut to the school.  
Current guidelines will apply. 

Å All children will be screened upon 
arrival each day. 

Å Please assist us in teaching children to 
cough/sneeze into the inside of their 
elbow rather than hand (coughing into 
the hand contaminates the hands and  
everything that is touched thereafter). 

Å If a child becomes sick at school he/she 
will immediately be removed from 
others, but will remain in sight of a 
teacher (who will remain 6 feet apart if 
possible). 

Å Parent/emergency contact will be 
contacted to pick up the sick child 
immediately. 

Å Parent will be responsible for following 
ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
health. 

Å In accordance with current policies, 
any positive cases connected with the 
school could result in school closure for 
2-5 days for deep clean, or 10 days for 
quarantining. 



Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΧ 

.bDΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ever changing times, school closures remain a possibility.  BNG will be 
following the guidance of many government agencies, including the 
governor, OEC and QVHD, which may order shut downs due to local or 
community outbreaks, as will as exposures within the school. 

 

BNG will switch to distance learning in case of shutdown that lasts longer 
than 5 school days.   

*Suggested work/learning activities will be emailed home for family use 

*Virtual Circle Time will be held on Zoom.  Invitations with passwords will 
be emailed to families.   

*Any other necessary communications will occur at that time. 

 



Arrival/Dismissal Procedures 
Å Arrival 

Å Adults must wear masks at all times while in the 
building, covering nose and mouth. 

Å Screenings will be done at the main door 
involving a health questionnaire. 

Å 2 students (with adult) will be allowed in at a 
time to put away things, use bathrooms/wash 
hands. 

Å As always, all students must wash hands before 
entering classroom. 

Å Adult will leave child at classroom door and exit 
to allow next family to enter.  No adults will be 
allowed in the classrooms at this time. 

Å Once children are acclimated to school, we may  
be asking parents to leave children at the door 
after screening, and teachers will assist 
students.  The goal will be to limit access to the 
building especially once we hit the typical 
cold/flu season and if there is an increase in 
local cases. 

 

Å Dismissal 
Å Teachers will prepare children for 

dismissal and escort them to the 
door as adults arrive. 

 
Å Late arrivals 
Å Please use doorbell or side door for 

late arrivals.  Teachers will greet 
student at the door and assist the 
student with putting away things and 
hand washing.   

 
Å Early  dismissals 
Å Please contact the school to let 

teachers know of early dismissals.  
Child will be dismissed to adult at the 
door (or playground if outside). 
 
 
 
 



Masks at School 

Å Masks are required to be worn by everyone 3 
and older. It is recommended for 2 year olds to 
begin practicing wearing masks. 

Å Mask wearing will be taught as part of our 
social/emotional curriculum.  This will include 
how to take mask on and off, and proper care of 
mask. 

Å Masks must cover the nose and mouth. 

Å Mask breaks will be given while eating and 
outdoors, as well as provided as needed on 
individual basis, such as when alone at a center 
and socially distanced, or during bathroom 
breaks. 

Å Children with a documented medical concern, 
disability,  or special education should review 
mask wearing with the Director/doctor for 
appropriate plan. 

Å Children showing difficulty wearing masks will  

ï be given reminders to wear mask 

ï  review purpose of masks 

ï be given  temporary break 

ï Prioritize when student should wear mask 

ï Teachers will model appropriate use of 
masks 

 

Å Children will be given an adjustment period as 
we acclimate them to wearing a mask. This 
includes newly enrolled students and students 
turning 3. 

Å Time spent in masks will be increased over 
time to adjust to being in masks. 

Å Masks are not required outdoors. 

Å Each student will need at least 2 masks with 
them at school in case one becomes 
wet/soiled. 

Å Please keep unused masks in a bag with the 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ƛǘ 

Å tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ŀƭƭ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

Å Please wash masks regularly 

Å Masks with one way valves /vents are 
prohibited as they allow respiratory droplets 
out and can contaminate others 

Å Face shields may not be used in place of masks 

Å Please check masks for proper fit and comfort 

Å Please address any concerns  with the Director 

 



School Day 
To encourage social distancing and minimizing sharing toys and supplies, additional practices apply 

 
 

Å Individualized supplies 
Å All students will be asked to bring in a shoe 

box size plastic bin with their name clearly 
marked on the side for art supplies 

Å Please include crayons, scissors, pencils, 
washable markers and glue sticks 

Å Parents may include additional supplies if 
desired. 
 

Å Towel/beach towel 
Å Each child will need to bring in a towel to use 

for spacing, particularly outside, for activities 
such as story time, snack and play. 

Å We ask that the towels be washed at least 
once a week (or more often if desired). 

Å Please keep towel in jumbo Ziploc bag with 
name on it. 
 

Å Snack/meal times 
Å Children may be placed in mealtime cohorts 

in order to space children out while eating. 
 

Å Centers 
Å Centers may be limited to  2 children per 

center to encourage social distancing 

Å Classroom practices 

Å Small manipulative toys will be stored in 
containers for individualized play and  
rotated after use and cleaning. 

Å Larger toys will be wiped down regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor play 

Å Outdoors in the fresh air and sunshine is the 
safest environment 

Å Extensive outdoor play/centers time is 
provided daily whenever possible 

Å BNG provides a covered  outdoor space to 
allow for relief from sun/light rain and used 
for lessons, crafts, story, etc.  



Added Safety Precautions 
 

Å Increased hand washing 
Å In addition to our usual hand washing times 

(upon arrival, before and after eating, after 
outdoor play, etc) additional hand 
washing/sanitizing will occur throughout the 
day including, but not limited to; before/ after 
games/activities with shared items or after a 
child is observed touching mouth/face, etc. 
 

Å Increased sanitizing 
Å  As with hand washing,  we will also continue 

with our regular cleaning schedule (before and 
after meals, at end of day, if toy is put in mouth, 
etc).  Additional cleaning will be done including, 
but not limited to, wiping center after use, more 
frequent cleaning of toys, bathrooms, 
doorknobs, etc. 
 

Å Masks 
Å Teachers (and any adults entering building) will 

be in masks.  Teachers will have mask breaks if 
outside, eating/drinking, or  ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сΩ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ   

Å Children 3 and older are required to wear 
masks.  We will be asking each child to have at 
least 2 mask s at school. Please put mask in a 
ōŀƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ.  Students will 
have mask breaks if outside, eating/drinking, or  
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сΩ apart 

Å Masks  are not required outdoors. 
 

 School access 
Å Access to the school/building will be limited 
Å Access to the classroom will be limited to only 

the teachers and students unless approved by 
the Director 
 

Å Field trips/Special Events 
Å  Field trips and special events may be 

temporarily suspended or modified.  Each will 
be determined individually as the normally 
scheduled time of the event  approaches. 
 

Å Influenza vaccine 
Å It is mandatory for students to receive their 

influenza vaccination and have a record of it on 
file by 12/31.  Be sure to have this done on time. 
 

Å Purification 
Å Air purifiers have been added to classrooms 
Å UV light will be used to enhance sanitize each 

night 
Å Whenever possible, windows will be opened for 

increased ventilation. 
 
 
 
 
 




